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Took the Freedom In my laſt to en- 
quite into a PiN new-faſhion'd 
Myftery, a Kind of ſham Plague late- 
ly come upon us As if we had not 
National Afflictions enough otherways— 
This is what in my laft I call'd _ 
DEARTH and PLENTY. 

That the Price of Corn throughout the 
whole Iſland is extravagantly bigh ; but 
eſpecially in and about London, is a Truth, 
I need not tell any Body; Experience will 
give you all a good Account of that, and 
your Pockets may be your Informers: But 
that at the ſame time the whole Nation is 
full of Corn, even tothe remoteſt Northern 
Angle of S;otland, this will be ſuch a 
Paradox, that when it comes to be ex- 


amin'd-into, muſt tell us we are gro 
impos d upon; that it is very herd nay 
wad 71 into the Particulars, and to do 

Juftice on thoſe that are the Cauſe of it, 
let them be who it will. 

In my laft 1 gave yon an Account of 
ſome of my own Obſervations, relating 
to the Quantity of Corn, through the 
Center of this whole Iſland ; I have been 
an Eye-Witneſs to a very great and very 
happy Harveſt in a great many Places 
I am writing this Paper in Scotland, where 
I can look out of my Window, and ſee the 
Fields ftanding full of the Shocks of Corn, 
the Quantity great, the Sheaves heavy, the 
Seaſon kindly, and all Hands buſie carryog 
it home The Farmers Yards are * 
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of Stacks of Corn already carry'd in. The 


Country People are chearful and glad- 


account for, but thoſe that have already 
accounted for the Loſs of their Politick 


hearted at the Sight ef their Corn, the- Underſtanding, and are profeſs'd Antipodes 


Minifters are on every Occaſion giving 
GOD Thanks for the good Seaſon- 
In ſhort, it has pleas'd G OD every where 
to cauſe the Earth to bring forth Plenty 
of Food, for Man and Beaft, and the Year 
is crown'd with his Bleſſing — Nor en I, 
by diligent Enquiry, find out one Place, 
where they have any Scarcity; ſome Places 
may be worſe furniſh'd, and the Corn be 


either poorer or backwarder than others; 


and I know, the low Lands in Lincolnſhire 


and the Tſle of Ely wete pretty much 


drowned ia the Fore-part;of the Lear 
But nothing of Scarcity cag be pretended 
to any where. a 

What then can be ſaid for this unac- 
countable Price of Corn? — And where, 
Gentlemen, at London eſpecially, are your 
Senſes, to let a Parcel of Scoundrels impoſe 
upon you in the moſt neceſſary Article of 
Life, and cheat you in a Manner ſo de- 
ſtructive to the — of Good ? Are ye 
not ftock-j»bb'd Enough, ard bhàve ye not 
been diſcounted and bear-ſkin'd enotigh, 
but you muft be Corn-jobb'd ? — Strange 


W hac Things are Engliſh Folks, that they 


run ioto every bit, are taken 1g every 


Snare, bite atevery Hock? — The French: 


are ſtarv'd for Want of a Crop growing z 
the Dutch are pinch'd, becauſe they dare 
not fetch it at Dantfick for Fear of the 
Blague z tis ſcarce in Fortugal, becauſe 
the Frontiers ate ravag'd;. and ig. Spalv, 
becauſe of the great Armies: But it is dear 


30 England; for no Reaſon that I'kaow of, 


but becauſe we have more than we can 
devour ; I ſay u Keaſoy, becauſe there is 
no Reaſon to be given for it, but what w 
ought to be aſham'd to give; no Reaſon, 
but becauſe we have F-—5$ Magiſtrates, 
and K People. 


Was ever any Nation bewitch'd before? 


DEARTH: and PLENT V]! That's like 


Crytches, inſtead of Shoes, to goa journey; 


*tis dying for Fear of Death ttis like 
Tears wi:hout Sorrow; tis mixing of Con- 
traries; jovning the Poles; *tis in ſhort a 
molt prepofterous and unaccountable Piece 
of Conttadiction, and what no People can 


to themſelves. | 

Would you leave of talking the Diſeaſe, 
and propoſe the Remedy, ſays * me, 
that ſtaads by at the Writing of chis 
Remedy! Why, what Remedy for Luna- 
ticks ? Bedlamites are generally reduc'd by 
afflicting the Senſe ; it is Nonſenſe to ſay of 
a Mad-man, be i out of hi Senſes; the 
Thing is quite of another Kind, he is out 
of his Reaſen: Mad-men bear, ſee, taſte, 
ſmell, feel, and have all Natural Opera- 
tions free ; the Defect lies in the Rational 
Performances z:#od to recover this, Phyſi- 
cianꝭ preſs the'Senſes, that they. may cry 
out and wakes the Soul, which ſeems doz'd 
and aſleep ;. for a Lonatick is only a Man 
talking in his Sleep, with this Differeace, 
that one talks when the Body is aſleep, 
and the other has his Soul aſleep 

The Nation is certainly lunatick, their 
Soul is alleep, and who can «ken them? 
You muſt even pinchihe rr 
and let them rt littie, and that will 
wake them Is it not Nonſenſe to 
aſk me a Remedy for this ridiculous Mala- 


dy 2-—— Is it for me to cure a Lunatick 


Nation? — Havethey Eyes? Have they 


Hands ? Have they Feet? Have they a- 


Head ? — Bid them uſe them —or ſtarve, 
and buy Corn dear, tit} Want reſtores their 
National Capacities = - Have they 
Eyes LAWS, Feet MAGISTRATES ? 
Fay Fuſtices or ſuch TikeB—+ $5, God 'belp 28. 
Have they Hands POWER ? Have they a 

Head GOVERMENT ? Let them uſe 

them—let them exert themſelves _ let 
them ſet the Wheels of Regulation to 

work, and it will ſoon be ſeen, whether or 
no they were mad before. = 8 

T would be loth to fuppoſe, our Magi- 

ſtrates ſhould ſay, how ſhall we do this ? — 
Tho? never poor Nation had ſich Peace- 

Officers as our Juſtices, nor ever any Nation 
ſuch an Execntion of Laws — Tho? ſeveral: 
Sets of our purblind Bench-Mongers have 
moſt gravely met to do nothing about this 

weighty Affair, yet I am loth to ſuggeſt, it 
was for Want of Wit; and tho' I ſhould be 
forc'd to think it was for Want of * | 
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ſpeak, o 


| % _ngroe to all his meſt wiſe Reſolses, 
ear or cheap, not know when we bare 


t could ide my kelf to 
the rave: be ul dee 


'Whiat, vot know when Corn ſhould be 


add, dd when Honey No, uo, Gente 
Nen, ye are nope of you that Kind of 
E——$ At cannot be I; — 
Zan 5＋2 I call it by a ſofter Word 
han that of K- ——— ] was going to 
— it Connivance— but that — 
K u, tis like the Advertiſement in the 
Daily. Couram, about Coals to be given for 
making an Alderman It look d ſo like 
Bribery, that it differ'd nothing from it, 
but ax giving of Coals, which coft Money, 
diffet'd from giving of Money —— And 
fome are Io ill - natur'd as to ſay, that's 
ing 48 al. | 

But what ſhall we ſay to the Remedy ? 
And what ſhall we ſay to three Benches of 
Juſtices, that met to ay juſt nothing at all to 
it or un pla in Engliſh, could not tel) what to 
do in it ? —--— This was like the Tow n- 
Coun«i] of Plymouth, who, as Story tells, 
when Queen Elipzberb ſent them Notice of 
an expeticd Invaſion in 1688, wiſely de- 


je, and what her! mean Dy 
this Word Tovafion, were at laſt inform'd 
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by one graver than the reft— That when 


bated, capcerniag the import vf the Word 
 Invaliog—and barony don gpon 


her Majeſty ſent them Word, «here would 
be an Invaſion, it was much as to lay there 
would. be an Invaſion ; and ſo the Aſſembiy 
broke up. 

Be the Faſt a Story or a Hi - ſtory, the 
Cafe is the ſame: it bears much of a Paral- 
tel, with the Meeting of a certain Body of 
Juſta.. ..s, to conſider of reducing the 
Price of Corn in the County of.. 
who, after long Debates were haraagued, 
with a moſt elegant Speech, ſignifying; 
That Corn was-really ſold very dear, and 
that Corn onght not to be ſold ſo dear 
and that it was great Pity Corn ſhould be 
fold ſo dear — That the Poor would ſuffer 
very much if Corn was fold ſo dear, that 
it was. unreaſonable Cora ſhould: be fold ſo 
dear, and he could not ſee why Corn 
ſhould be ſold ſo dear; that for his Part he 
was againft Corn being. ſold ſo dear 
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A240 dens dr, Mul ice lat m donn, and 
Ami G-che Cauley for chemtembiy, after 


This wiſe and moſt fignificant. nothing- 
doing Aſſembly have made a mighty Pre- 
cedent for reduciag ebe Miſeries of the Poor, 
and examioing into a Thing ſo weighty as 
this What, tho' ber Majeſty ts 
and inculcates to ſuch Men as theſe. the 
(Execution of the Laws, und leatęs the M- 
ef al ber good . Manage- 
ments till der Maj puniſh ſome of 


-the Negles of thoſe Law-Gheats, we firall- 


have no more executive Power put forth 
The Reaſon, why the King of France has 
his Laws bettet executed than we, lies 
only in this, That he knows howto bang 
his Juſtices, as well as they know how 
to puniſh the People: Indeed, if we had 
but here and there a Bridewell for a Who- 
ring Juftice, a Pair of Capital Stocks for 
the High-Conftable and Arunken Magi- 
ſtrates, aud an Eccleſtaſtical Wh ping- 
for ſwearing -Prebendaries and lewd 
rgy, we might hope for ſome Reforma- 
tion, and to have our Laws put in Execu- 
tion a little But till fomethiog like 
that is done, Laws and Authority in Eng- 
land are empty Trifles x the Rich laugh at 
the Jaftices Banter, and the Poor bid De- 
fiance to by their Example. 

Fock and his Maſter lying both in a Room 
in a cold Winter Night; Sack, ſays the 
Mafterz 45, Maſter, quoth Jack, 1 Believe 
that Window's open, Fact, ſays the Maſter; - 
I believg'it j, Maſter, ſays Fack 
— — — calls aggin — + qr Fack, . 
ays the Maſter; a Mir, as Jack; won d 
bart dom was ſhury Jackgſays the Maſter 
wou d it was Maſter, ſays Fack Ig 
A-while after he calls again Fact, ſays 
the Maker; ay Meſter, ſays Jack; rhe Wind 
comes very. cold at that Window, Jack, ſays - 
the Maſter ; y ſo it does Maſter, ſays Facłk 
At laſt the Maſter crys, Fack, ye Dog, why 
dont you riſe aud ſhus | that Window if 1 
come to you; IM break your Head, &c. Ay 
Meſter,. ſays Fack, now you ſpeak lite 4 
Maſter, and up he gets, and ſhucs Go Win- 
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